


March 16, 2017 
 
To: Representative Della Au Belatti, Chair 
 Representative Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair 
 Members of the House Committee on Health 
 
From: Cathy Betts 

Executive Director, Hawaii State Commission on the Status of Women 
 
Re:  Testimony in Support, SB 501, SD1, Relating to Health 
 
 Thank you for this opportunity to testify in strong support of SB 501, 
SD 1, which would ensure women in Hawaii are provided medically accurate 
information regarding their reproductive health, including information on how 
to access the full range of healthcare services and programs available to them.   
 
 Anyone seeking health care deserves to be provided with medically 
accurate, unbiased, and comprehensive information about their health and their 
choices.  When individuals have a full range of information and are able to 
provide informed consent, they make better health choices for themselves and 
their families. 
 
 Limited Service Pregnancy Centers, also called Òcrisis pregnancy 
centersÓ, often utilize misleading and false information about reproductive 
health.  Additionally, these centers are under no obligation to inform ÒpatientsÓ 
that they are not actually licensed health care providers or practitioners, and 
that they have no duty to safeguard medical information provided to them.  
These centers are commonly tied to religious organizations with stanch 
positions on contraceptive use and reproductive health care.    
 
 SB 501, SD1 provides common sense regulations and reasonable 
enforcement for these centers, which operate under the guise of helping 
vulnerable women and girls.  The Commission strongly supports SB 501, SD1.  
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony in support. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
THE TWENTY-NINTH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2017

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH
Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair
Committee members:  Reps. Har, Morikawa, Oshiro, Todd and Tupola

Notice of Hearing
Thursday, March 16th.

10:30 am Room 329
March 14, 2017

To:  Chair Belatti, Vice-Chair Kobayashi and committee members

Re:  SB501 SD1 Relating to Health

I stand in strong opposition to this bill.

These centers like “A Place for Women” “Aloha Pregnancy Care and Counseling” “Pearson Foundation”
“Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui” provide true options, real compassion and support to any and all
women at no cost or obligation.

For those that chose abortions recently or decades ago these centers offer counseling, forgiveness and
healing for those choices of regret.

This bill requires that these counseling centers must display and offer locations for abortion providers,
which is against everything they stand for.

Yet there are no reciprocal requirements for abortion providers to offer a list and location of Pregnancy
Counseling Centers “Limited Service Pregnancy Centers”.  It appears it’s a one way street, all directions
point women to abortion providers.

This bill is written in such a way that it tramples on the first amendment rights which are to be protected
by you our elected officials.

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion,
 or prohibiting the free exercise thereof;

or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press;
or the right of the people peaceably to assemble,

and to petition the government for a redress of grievances

This bill has proven itself to be an obvious attack on these counseling centers, their religious freedoms
and free speech so much so that the blatant bias in the Senate has been exposed and has now tainted
the integrity of some of those in the senate.



CENSORED: Hawaiian Lawmakers Keep Pro-Lifers from Defending Free Speech
https://pregnancyhelpnews.com/censored-hawaiian-lawmakers-keep-pro-lifers-from-defending-free-
speech

In closing I ask you to vote against passing this bill and those like it and remember that without these
“Limited Service Pregnancy Centers” there will be such a void of service, options and hope for all
Hawaii’s women!

Respectfully submitted

Rita Kama-Kimura
Mililani, HI
Member of
   the Hawaii Federation of Republican Women
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 11:07 AM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: joankutz@gmail.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB501 on Mar 16, 2017 10:30AM

SB501
Submitted on: 3/14/2017
Testimony for HLT on Mar 16, 2017 10:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Joan Kutzer
Hawaii Nurses Association,

OPEIU local 50 Support No

Comments: Hawaii Nurses Association is in strong support of SB 501.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.

Do not reply to this email. This inbox is not monitored. For assistance please email
webmaster@capitol.hawaii.gov
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�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�Z�K�D�W�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�L�V�S�H�U�P�L�W�W�H�G�D�Q�G�Z�K�D�W�L�V�Q�R�W���1�R�W�R�Q�O�\�L�V�W�K�H�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�X�U�H�G�X�W�\�E�R�X�Q�G�W�R
�D�F�F�H�S�W�D�Q�\�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G�R�Q�D�P�H�D�V�X�U�H���L�W�K�D�V�Q�R�U�H�D�V�R�Q�W�R�F�H�Q�V�R�U�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�D�V�L�W�L�V�Q�R�W
�S�R�V�V�L�E�O�H�I�R�U�D�S�H�U�V�R�Q�W�R�E�H�V�X�H�G�E�\�D�Q�\�R�Q�H�E�D�V�H�G�R�Q�W�K�H�F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W�R�I�W�K�H�L�U�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\���6�H�H�+�5�6�������)��
�W�K�H�6�/�$�3�3�V�W�D�W�X�W�H���,�Q�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�H�R�W�K�H�U�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�L�Q�+�D�Z�D�L�L���W�K�R�V�H�Z�K�R�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�G�L�U�H�F�W�O�\
�L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G�E�\ �W�K�H�S�D�V�V�D�J�H�R�I�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�W�K�D�W�L�V�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G�W�R�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�W�K�H�L�U�)�L�U�V�W�$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�U�L�J�K�W�V��
�V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�D�Q�G�U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G�H�P�D�L�O�F�R�Q�I�L�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�V�R�I�W�K�H�S�U�R�S�H�U�V�X�E�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���8�Q�E�H�O�L�H�Y�D�E�O�\���W�K�H
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�6�H�Q�D�W�H�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�G�L�G�Q�R�W�S�R�V�W�Q�R�U�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�W�K�R�V�H�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�L�H�V�W�R�W�K�H�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�S�U�L�R�U�W�R�W�K�H
�F�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�Y�R�W�H���$�J�D�L�Q���F�H�Q�V�R�U�V�K�L�S�R�I�W�H�V�W�L�P�R�Q�\�L�Q�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q�W�R�D�E�L�O�O�W�K�D�W�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�V�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O
�U�L�J�K�W�V�L�V�Q�H�Y�H�U�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H�Q�R�U�O�H�J�D�O���&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�W�O�\���D�V�D�F�L�Y�L�O�U�L�J�K�W�V�D�W�W�R�U�Q�H�\���,�Z�L�O�O�Q�R�W�K�H�V�L�W�D�W�H�W�R
�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�R�Q�D�S�U�R�E�R�Q�R�E�D�V�L�V�L�I�L�W�Z�D�V�R�I�I�H�Q�G�H�G�E�\�W�K�H�S�U�R�F�H�V�V�R�I�W�K�H�S�D�V�V�D�J�H�R�I
�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O���R�U�L�V�L�P�S�D�F�W�H�G�E�\�W�K�H�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�R�I�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�V�K�R�X�O�G�L�W�E�H�F�R�P�H�O�D�Z��

�,�K�D�Y�H�P�D�Q�\�T�X�H�V�W�L�R�Q�V�D�E�R�X�W�W�K�H�I�D�F�W�X�D�O�U�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�X�S�R�Q�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�L�V�S�U�H�P�L�V�H�G�L�Q
�W�K�H�S�U�H�D�P�E�O�H���$�S�S�D�U�H�Q�W�O�\���Q�R�W�Z�L�W�K�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�+�5�6���������� �D�Q�G�L�W�V�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�R�I
�+�H�D�W�K�S�X�U�V�X�H�D �V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�S�R�O�L�F�\�R�I���K�H�D�O�W�K�H�T�X�L�W�\�����W�K�H�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�I�D�L�O�W�R�W�D�N�H�L�Q�W�R
�F�R�Q�V�L�G�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�W�K�H�I�D�F�W�W�K�D�W�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�K�D�V�D�Q�H�[�W�U�H�P�H�O�\�Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H���O�R�Q�J�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J���H�I�I�H�F�W�R�Q�W�K�H�Z�R�P�H�Q��
�3�D�U�W�R�I�W�K�H�V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�V�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G�W�R�Z�R�P�H�Q�E�\�D�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�W�K�R�V�H�Q�H�J�D�W�L�Y�H�H�I�I�H�F�W�V���:�K�L�O�H
�W�K�H�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V�D�S�S�H�D�U�W�R�K�D�Y�H�G�H�W�H�U�P�L�Q�H�G�W�K�D�W�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�L�V�W�K�H�D�Q�V�Z�H�U�I�R�U�D�Q�X�Q�L�Q�W�H�Q�G�H�G
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���I�R�U�P�D�Q�\�Z�R�P�H�Q���D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�O�H�D�Y�H�V�L�Q�L�W�V�Z�D�N�H�Z�R�P�H�Q�Z�K�R�D�U�H�G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�H�G�E�\ �W�K�H
�H�P�R�W�L�R�Q�D�O�W�R�O�O�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�F�D�X�V�H�V�W�K�H�P���3�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�D�G�G�U�H�V�V�W�K�D�W�W�R�O�O���+�5�6���������� �G�H�I�L�Q�H�V���K�H�D�O�W�K
�H�T�X�L�W�\���D�V���D�V�V�X�U�L�Q�J�H�T�X�D�O�R�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�\�I�R�U�D�O�O�S�H�R�S�O�H�L�Q�W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�W�R�D�W�W�D�L�Q�W�K�H�L�U�I�X�O�O�K�H�D�O�W�K�S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O����
�6�%������ �6�'�� �Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�V�W�K�L�V�V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�K�H�D�O�W�K�S�R�O�L�F�\�E�\�I�D�L�O�L�Q�J�W�R�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�W�K�D�W�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H
�W�K�H�L�U�F�X�V�W�R�P�H�U�V�Z�L�W�K�D�S�S�U�R�S�U�L�D�W�H���W�U�X�W�K�I�X�O���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�F�R�Q�F�H�U�Q�L�Q�J�S�R�V�W�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�K�H�D�O�W�K
�L�V�V�X�H�V�D�Q�G�W�K�H�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�R�I�W�K�H�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�W�R�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�K�H�D�O�W�K�V�D�Y�L�Q�J�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�D�Q�G
�F�R�X�Q�V�H�O�L�Q�J�R�Q�W�K�R�V�H�P�D�W�W�H�U�V���7�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�P�X�V�W�E�H�D�P�H�Q�G�H�G�W�R�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�W�K�R�V�H�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�P�H�Q�W�V�L�I�L�W�L�V�W�R
�D�Y�R�L�G�Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�Q�J�W�K�H�V�W�D�W�H�Z�L�G�H�K�H�D�O�W�K�S�R�O�L�F�\�R�I�W�K�H�'�H�S�D�U�W�P�H�Q�W�R�I�+�H�D�O�W�K�R�I�D�F�K�L�H�Y�L�Q�J�K�H�D�O�W�K�H�T�X�L�W�\��

�7�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�F�R�P�S�H�O�V�V�S�H�H�F�K�Z�K�L�F�K�W�K�R�V�H�Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�L�Q�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�O�R�D�W�K�H�W�R�X�W�W�H�U
�E�H�F�D�X�V�H�L�W�L�Q�W�H�U�I�H�U�H�V�Z�L�W�K�S�D�U�W�R�I�W�K�H�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�
�V�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���D�Q�G�L�V�U�H�S�X�J�Q�D�Q�W�W�R�W�K�H�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O
�S�X�U�S�R�V�H�R�I�W�K�H�F�H�Q�W�H�U���7�K�L�V�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�D�O�F�R�P�S�X�O�V�L�R�Q�R�I�U�H�S�X�J�Q�D�Q�W�V�S�H�H�F�K�L�V�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�D�O�O�\
�L�P�S�H�U�P�L�V�V�L�E�O�H�X�Q�G�H�U�W�K�H�&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q�R�I�W�K�H�6�W�D�W�H�R�I�+�D�Z�D�L�L���$�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�U�V�K�D�Y�H�I�R�X�J�K�W�D�J�D�L�Q�V�W
�K�D�Y�L�Q�J�W�R�S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�Z�R�P�H�Q�Z�L�W�K�X�O�W�U�D�V�R�X�Q�G�W�H�V�W�L�Q�J�D�Q�G�W�K�H�U�H�V�X�O�W�V�W�K�H�U�H�R�I�E�H�I�R�U�H�S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�V
�D�V�D�Y�L�R�O�D�W�L�R�Q�R�I�W�K�H�F�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�W�L�R�Q���7�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�L�V�Q�R�G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W���,�Q�D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q���W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�Z�R�X�O�G�E�H�D�V�L�I�D
�O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H�E�R�G�\�G�H�F�L�G�H�G�W�K�D�W�S�X�E�O�L�F�V�D�I�H�W�\�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�D�O�O�S�H�R�S�O�H�W�R�S�U�D�L�V�H�W�K�H�H�I�I�R�U�W�V�R�I�3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W
�7�U�X�P�S�U�D�W�K�H�U�W�K�D�Q�H�[�S�U�H�V�V�W�K�H�L�U�W�U�X�H�L�G�H�D�V�R�I�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���,�W�L�V�F�O�H�D�U�W�K�D�W�W�K�H�U�H�D�U�H�P�D�Q�\�L�Q�W�K�L�V�V�W�D�W�H
�Z�K�R�Z�R�X�O�G�Y�L�J�R�U�R�X�V�O�\�R�E�M�H�F�W�W�R�V�X�F�K�F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G�V�S�H�H�F�K���7�K�H�J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�L�V�S�U�R�K�L�E�L�W�H�G�I�U�R�P
�F�R�P�S�H�O�O�L�Q�J�D�I�D�L�W�K�E�D�V�H�G�R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�W�R�J�L�Y�H�D�P�H�V�V�D�J�H�Z�K�L�F�K�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�V�L�W�V�I�X�Q�G�D�P�H�Q�W�D�O�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�V��
�3�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�Z�R�X�O�G�Q�R�W�E�H�D�E�O�H�W�R�K�H�O�S�Z�R�P�H�Q�Z�K�R�V�X�I�I�H�U�I�U�R�P�W�K�H�O�D�V�W�L�Q�J�H�I�I�H�F�W�V�R�I�K�D�Y�L�Q�J
�K�D�G�D�Q�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�L�I�W�K�H�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�H�G�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�V�D�Q�D�O�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�Y�H�W�R�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\��

�7�R�W�K�H�H�[�W�H�Q�W�W�K�D�W�D�S�H�U�V�R�Q�D�W�D�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�R�E�M�H�F�W�V�W�R�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�R�Q�W�K�H�E�D�V�L�V�R�I�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V
�E�H�O�L�H�I���W�K�H�F�R�P�S�H�O�O�H�G�V�S�H�H�F�K�L�Q�V�X�S�S�R�U�W�R�I�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�D�Q�G�U�H�O�D�W�H�G�L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�U�H�T�X�L�U�H�G�R�I�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O�L�I
�H�Q�D�F�W�H�G�L�Q�W�R�O�D�Z�Z�R�X�O�G�D�O�V�R�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�)�L�U�V�W�$�P�H�Q�G�P�H�Q�W�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�O�L�E�H�U�W�\���7�K�H�W�D�U�J�H�W�V�R�I�W�K�L�V�E�L�O�O��
�S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\�F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���D�U�H�I�D�L�W�K�E�D�V�H�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�W�K�D�W�D�U�H�S�U�R�O�L�I�H�D�Q�G�R�S�S�R�V�H�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���6�X�F�K�R�S�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q
�W�R�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�P�H�D�Q�V�W�K�D�W�D�V�D�P�D�W�W�H�U�R�I�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�O�H�W�K�H�\�G�R�Q�R�W�S�H�U�I�R�U�P�R�U�W�H�D�F�K�D�E�R�X�W�R�U�U�H�I�H�U
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�I�R�U�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q���7�K�L�V�O�D�Z���L�I�H�Q�D�F�W�H�G���Z�R�X�O�G�P�D�Q�G�D�W�H�W�K�D�W�V�X�F�K�I�D�L�W�K�E�D�V�H�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�L�H�V�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�W�K�H�L�U
�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�F�R�Q�Y�L�F�W�L�R�Q�V�D�Q�G�E�H�F�R�P�H�D�E�R�U�W�L�R�Q�U�H�I�H�U�U�D�O�D�J�H�Q�F�L�H�V���,�I�W�K�H�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�W�H�Q�H�W�V�R�I�D �J�U�R�X�S
�L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G�D�E�H�O�L�H�I�W�K�D�W�F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V�P�R�N�H�U�V�Z�H�U�H�V�X�E�M�H�F�W�W�R�S�H�Q�D�O�W�L�H�V�W�K�U�R�X�J�K�W�K�H�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�R�U�G�H�U���W�K�H�Q
�L�W�Z�R�X�O�G�Y�L�R�O�D�W�H�W�K�H�L�U�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�X�V�O�L�E�H�U�W�\�W�R�I�R�U�F�H�P�H�P�E�H�U�V�R�I�W�K�D�W�U�H�O�L�J�L�R�Q�W�R�L�Q�I�R�U�P�S�H�R�S�O�H�L�Q�W�K�H�L�U
�Z�R�U�N�S�O�D�F�H�D�E�R�X�W�W�K�H�D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�L�O�L�W�\�R�I�D�Q�G�P�H�D�Q�V�W�R�D�F�F�H�V�V�F�L�J�D�U�H�W�W�H�V��
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To: Hawaii State House of Representatives Committee on Health 
Hearing Date/Time: Thursday, Mar. 16, 2017, 10:30 a.m. 
Place:   Hawaii State Capitol, Rm. 329 
Re: Testimony of Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii in strong support of S.B. 

501 SD1, relating to Health 
 
Dear Chair Belatti and Members of the Committee, 
 
Planned Parenthood Votes Northwest and Hawaii (ÒPPVNHÓ) writes in strong support of S.B. 501, SD1, which 
seeks to require limited service pregnancy centers, otherwise known as Òcrisis pregnancy centers,Ó to disclose the 
availability of publicly-funded family planning services and to establish privacy protections and pregnancy test 
disclosure requirements.  
 
S.B. 501 will go far to ensure that women have the information they need to make private, fair, informed choices 
about their health care. Anyone seeking health care should receive comprehensive, accurate, unbiased 
information in a confidential setting. Reproductive health care is no different. When women are fully informed, 
they are better able to make the best decisions for themselves about their personal health.  
 
However, in Hawaii communities, limited service pregnancy centers are offering women biased, misleading, and 
even false pregnancy and health care information and denying women needed referrals for reproductive health 
services, and all while failing to disclose that they are not actually licensed health care providers and have no duty 
to protect womenÕs private medical information. Women in Hawaii deserve better.  
 
S.B. 501 will put in place commonsense protections to ensure that any woman seeking pregnancy testing services 
receives the information she needs to make decisions about her reproductive health. Please support S.B. 501 to 
guarantee that all women receive the same basic standard of care. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to testify in support of this important measure. 
 
Sincerely, 
Laurie Field 
Hawaii Legislative Director and Public Affairs Manager 
!
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March 14, 2017

HouseÕs Committee on Health
HawaiÔi State Capitol
415 South Beretania Street, Room 329
Honolulu, HI 96813

Hearing: Thursday, March 16, 2017 Ð 10:30 a.m.

RE: STRONG SUPPORT for Senate Bill 501 SD 1  Ð RELATING TO HEALTH

Aloha Chairperson Belatti, Vice Chair Kobayashi and fellow committee members,

I am writing in STRONG SUPPORT to Senate Bill 501 Senate Draft 1 on behalf of the LGBT
Caucus of the Democratic Party of HawaiÔi. SB 501 SD 1 requires all limited service pregnancy
centers to disclose the availability of and enrollment information for reproductive health services.
Establishes privacy and disclosure requirements for individual records and information.
Authorizes civil penalties and civil actions for enforcement and remedy.

The LGBT Caucus views this bill as a necessity for anyone seeking medical information
especially when you are talking about a womenÕs right to know what is available to her.

We hope you all will support this important piece of legislation.
Mahalo nui loa,

Michael Golojuch, Jr.
Chair and SCC Representative
LGBT Caucus for the DPH
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March 14, 2017 

TESTIMONY TO THE HOUSE COMMITTEE ON HEALTH 
 Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair!
 Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair  

For Hearing on Thursday, March 16, 2017  
10:30 a.m., Conference Room 329 
By: Chris Jimenez, Administrative Pastor, Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbor 
     
Senate Bill No. 501 SD1 

Relating to Health 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify IN OPPOSITION to Senate Bill 501 SD1 

As one of the staff pastors for a church that operates a limited services pregnancy center, as defined in 
Senate Bill 501 SD1, IÕm absolutely opposed to this proposed bill.   

As a faith based ministry, protected by the First Amendment which guarantees freedom of religion, it is a 
matter of religious principle that we oppose abortion.  Thus, being forced to refer women to organizations 
that perform abortions is a violation of a fundamental Constitutional right, and we are prepared to 
challenge this law all the way to the US Supreme Court.  Laws similar to this Hawaii bill have been 
defeated, at a high expense to the government entities that passed these unconstitutional laws. 

¥ Montgomery County, MD 
¥ A federal judge in Maryland struck down a county law that mandated signage at limited service 

pregnancy centers.  (Centro Tepeyac v. Montgomery County) 
¥ The opinion of the court noted that "when core First Amendment interests are implicated, mere 

intuition [of a problem] is not sufficient. Yet that is all the County has brought forth: intuition 
and suppositions.Ó 

¥ The decision was affirmed by the US Court of Appeals for the 4th Circuit.  In that ruling the 
court made the following comments: 

¥ ÒBecause the dangers of compelled speech are real and grave, courts must be on guard 
whenever the state seeks to force an individual or private organization to utter a statement 
at odds with its most fundamental beliefs.Ó 

¥ ÒIn Wooley v. Maynard, 430 U.S. 705, 715 (1977), the Court quite explicitly noted that 
state action Òwhich forces an individual . . . to be an instrument for fostering public 
adherence to an ideological point of viewÓ was unacceptable under the First Amendment.Ó 

¥ After losing the case, Montgomery County paid $375,000 in attorneysÕ fees, costs, and 
nominal damages to the plaintiffs, and additionally incurred 4 years of legal expenses 
defending this unconstitutional law. 

94-1044 Waipio Uka Street   Waipahu, HI 96797 calvarychapelpearlharbor.com808-678-3994
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¥ New York, NY 
¥ U.S. District Court for the Southern District of New York issued an order that prohibited the city 

from enforcing its ordinance, which threatened pregnancy centers with heavy fines and possible 
closure if they didnÕt provide printed notices crafted by the city that emphasize abortion.  
(Pregnancy Care Center of New York v. City of New York) 

¥ The city appealed that loss, and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 2nd Circuit affirmed most of 
the ruling, but the court did a approve a settlement on one aspect of the law.  However, the 
section of the law still in effect does not apply to the pregnancy centers since these centers 
already use licensed nurses and doctors to provide specific medical services like ultrasounds.  

¥ The city of New York incurred 5 years of legal expenses defending the unconstitutional 
portions of this law. 

¥ Austin, TX 
¥ The Austin City Council passed an ordinance that required pregnancy centers post two signs 

about not performing or referring abortions.  (Austin LifeCare v. City of Austin) 
¥ AustinÕs ordinance was permanently enjoined from enforcement by the United States District 

Court in June 2014. 
¥ The city of Austin had to pay $100,000 in attorney fees and incurred 4 years of legal 

expenses defending this unconstitutional ordinance. 

¥ California 
¥ A California law mandates that medical pregnancy centers post a notice in their waiting room on 

how to obtain a state funded abortion.   (NIFLA v. Becerra [Harris]) 
¥ The 9th Circuit Court denied an injunction request, and an appeal is currently being filed. 
¥ This case has years of litigation ahead.   

¥ Illinois 
¥ A new law forcing pregnancy resource centers to discuss abortion benefits and refer pregnant 

women for abortions despite their conscience-based opposition to abortion went into effective on 
January 1, 2017.  This law is being challenged in Circuit Court of the Seventh Judicial Circuit.  
(NIFLA v. Rauner)   

¥ This case has years of litigation ahead.   

If this law is enacted in Hawaii, NIFLA (National Institute of Family & Life Advocates), our national 
affiliate, is prepared to file a lawsuit (NIFLA PresidentÕs Update, February 2017, Vol. V No2): 

Regarding the proposed Hawaii Law, ÒNIFLA will, as we have done with the California and 
Illinois laws, file a lawsuit in federal district court seeking an injunction to prohibit the 
enforcement of this law if it is enacted.  We are working with our friends and fellow attorneys 
with the Alliance Defending Freedom (ADF) to prepare such a law suit, if necessary.Ó 



Given the Constitutional issues with this bill, and the history of case law defeating similar laws,  please 
consider the following: 

¥ It would be fiscally and judicially prudent for the State of Hawaii to wait for the 
Constitutionality ruling of the California law and Illinois law before preceding with a similar 
law in Hawaii. 

¥ With only five pregnancy centers in Hawaii, the costs of defending this unnecessary law do not 
justify the proposed ÒbenefitÓ of a forced sign that displays information already available with 
a quick Google search. 

¥ As a completely free service to the community, our opposition to this bill is strictly 
Constitutional.  We are fighting for our freedom of religion and freedom of speech, as 
protected by the US Constitution. 

¥ Supporters of this bill are financially motivated.  This one-sided bill targets pregnancy centers 
specifically since these centers are pro-information.  Meaning, they share Òthe complete storyÓ 
with women, including abortion procedure information, potential complications, medical 
research regarding risks, and they actually let women see the ultrasound screen, something 
many abortion clinics hide from women in fear they will change their mind, and thus lose 
revenue for the abortion clinic.  The abortion industry supports this bill since they view 
pregnancy centers as a threat to their business model.   

I would like to end with two final requests:   

1. We all know this topic is a political hot button, so it can feel difficult to find unbiased information.  
I recently watched a documentary made by a pro-choice filmmaker (not Pro-life).  This pro-choice 
woman doesnÕt focus on either label, she is merely pro-information.  Her documentary provides 
unbiased reporting on the medical studies available worldwide, and the political pressure to keep a 
ÒHushÓ on the topic. Her goal is to open the conversation on womenÕs health and to encourage 
more research.  I personally believe each legislator should watch this movie before voting on this 
important topic.  The name of the film is ÒHushÓ and you can learn more about the movie on 
hushfilm.com.   Our office can provide free rentals of the film to legislators that request it through 
our office. 

2. Because of the political nature of this issue, supporters of this bill are painting a grim picture of 
pregnancy centers.  I challenge every legislator to come visit A Place for Women in Waipio.  Take a 
tour.  See what we do for the women in our community.  Check out our processes and procedures 
firsthand, instead of relying the testimony of organizations with a financial motivation to disparage 
pregnancy centers. 

I hope these points will be given consideration, and that you will oppose Senate Bill 501 SD1.  
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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITIONTO SB50l SDI

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Rep. DellaAu Bclatti, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

HEARING Thursday, March 16, 2017 at 10:30 am Conference Room 29.9

Dear Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Committee l\-kralaeztt,

As a Pastor of Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbor, I 2.m {hm ly =x.lT(ÄÃ?6C by this bill -J-ll l r :slif_7" lló
OPPOSITION to this bill on the grounds that it would, if passed, 1 iel-ate my .Pó:.~": .ó-.r;eiiciiv".e - ; glv. . 2 l
my religious liberty rights.

" SB501 SD1 seeks intentionally to violate the rights of those olius we è },$r'ú:t<3 pr: ;;i -. 1ó;3
centers by compcllmg speech in violation of the FirstAmendment rig 1:" 1ó ee 5., eè < I1. I-2..-Â
believe fundamentally that ALLABORTION KILLS a li*.':ngImi1an br-1;, in we ;<.1r...Âf:;m--r P
occurred.

* SB501 SDI compels speech which violates our religious libedy r'ig;lþ'..

*' As a completely ýee service to the community, our opposition to Illlý clil1'3i~'ilI'i0[l_,'
Constitutional. We are fighting for our ýeedo.-ii ofrcliglou and ireefluzr. <:fsg:cec.li., as r-ici..<w;ai=
by the US Constitution; whereas supporters of this bi;l are ýnancially rsni órated :;i:1t\: tlwy /L1" '
pregnancy centers as a threat to their business mouel.

For the foregoing reasons I oppose the bill and ask that you vote no m ulmmm-.~

 1/rzd
tor John Almna

Ä
Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbor

__ð_- _ _ _ _?_ :ð_. . ._7.. .. . _ _ _- ..._.-____7T.._: "V '___.._..._...._.___.... 7- ._. e,...._,. ,._ _._-__ ..._. .... .. ....._.._.___,._..._ ,_, _ ,-
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TESTIMONY IN OPPOSITIONTO SBSOI SDI

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH

Rep. Della Au Belatti, Chair
Rep. Bertrand Kobayashi, Vice Chair

HEARING Thursday, March 16, 2017 at 10:30 am Coxifcrenoe Room 32.9

Dear Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and Committee M-*.,*_1ó.l_è=a's,

As :1 Pastor ofCa1vary Chapel Pearl Harbor, I am airô:-.~ó .y zrtfe-star} by this bill an .' 1. r-:s'.iIf; 11ó
OPPOSITION to this bill on the grounds that it would, If ;.-assewi, i-iolzntc my Flt to ~a;rcmè.c*. it .Äi;3'ñ\ó. 4- ~ l
my religious liberty rights.

" SB50l SD1 seeks intentionally 120 violate the tights c-ffoose cf us v'*v we-ram "pra ;;,n4.u:'Â

centers by compelling speech in violation of the First Arne-ndizrc-nt1"iglñ.:>. M 1} cc Szrýýiþil. 3ó. '3

believe fundamentally that ALL ABORTION KILLS a lilillllg l*:t'rria.11 31:2;-inñ, zvioe \.ró1. . to:-r:l :

occurred.

* SB50 1 SD1 compels speech which violates our religious lib 31 Ly right-3.

* As a. completely free service to the comnumity, out oppositici to this =21 4 "4 eh. lac! .1
Constitutional. We are ýghting for our ýe:=4óto.n of rclsginm and free-dozn r:'Ãó 9 '.l:ó1r3ClI; vs ,~è_n.o-+5
by the US Constitution; whereas Sl1pp011(!Ã-ó\ oi this bl l are ýriancially l?\"ii"-'ú'\1ú:;i 3111")-'3 no-' -or -
pregnancy centers as a threat to their business wsdel.

For the foregoing reasons I oppose the bill and ask that you vote no in t C1mT'.ól.ló\l-5 .

Pas om

Calvary Chapel Pearl Harbor
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March 14, 2017 
 
 
 
Dear House Committee on Health,  
 
I am writing on behalf of A Place for Women in Waipio. I have worked as a volunteer for 
over a year answering phone calls, sitting with clients, and performing ultrasounds.  I 
am a registered nurse (RN) in the states of California and Hawaii with a Master of 
Science in Nursing (MSN) degree.   
 
Certifications   
In response to accusations that we do not have medically certified staff, I would like you 
to consider that our facility has licensed nurses that are overseen by Dr. Vivian Wong. 
In addition, I have received training in ultrasound sonography through Sonography Now. 
The credentials and training certificates are displayed in our medical room.  All my 
scans are reviewed by our MD, and we are HIPAA compliant even though we do not bill 
for any of our services.  I would not put my nursing license on the line if I was not 100% 
sure that I was practicing within my scope of practice.  
 
Clients  
In response to how we obtain our clients, I have personally answered phone calls, and 
we offer our services that are appropriate to their needs. These clients are notified on 
the phone that we do not offer or refer for abortions. Most clients find us through our 
website where it also indicates that we do not offer or refer for abortions. In addition, all 
medical questions are referred to our medically licensed staff.  It would not be within my 
interest to discuss abortion referrals when our clients are already bringing themselves in 
for appointments knowing that we do not offer or refer for abortions. This goes against 
what I personally stand for and also our church and organization.  
 
Ultrasounds  
During visits with clients I pride myself on creating a comforting and nonjudgmental 
environment where they can see and understand the progress of their pregnancy 
through ultrasound.  
 
I am thankful to be able to volunteer my time at A Place for Women to serve women in 
our community facing difficult situations, no matter what their final decision.  
 
Please vote NO on SB501 so that we can continue offering our free services to the 
community without compromising our mission.  Help defend our freedom of speech and 
religion. 
 
Sincerely, 
Rebecca Zaman, RN, MSN 
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From: mailinglist@capitol.hawaii.gov
Sent: Tuesday, March 14, 2017 1:36 PM
To: HLTtestimony
Cc: gqhaynes@msn.com
Subject: Submitted testimony for SB501 on Mar 16, 2017 10:30AM

SB501
Submitted on: 3/14/2017
Testimony for HLT on Mar 16, 2017 10:30AM in Conference Room 329

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at Hearing

Gloria Haynes
A Place For Women In

Waipio Oppose No

Comments: Twenty three years ago, I made a choice to walk into a Planned Parenthood and on that
day, I had my baby murdered there. I walked out of Planned Parenthood that day not knowing of the
horrible effects I was about to endure from the very “uninformed choice” I’ve made. I say “uninformed”
because I was not counseled on the physical, emotional and spiritual consequences of having an
abortion. There were no other options given to me but abortion.The feeling of relief after my
procedure immediately turned into grief. I experienced countless nights of crying, years of feeling
shame, regret and guilt and the burden of secrecy. I thank God for His forgiveness and grace in my
life. After taking an abortion recovery bible study called “Forgiven and Set Free” from A Place for
Women in Waipio, I realized that there were many women who suffered silently from the pain of their
abortion/abortions. The class helped me a great deal with my healing process. I was freed from the
bondage of guilt and shame. Soon after taking the class, I became a facilitator for this 10 week Bible
study. As a facilitator, I have seen God do wondrous works in the lives of women, including myself,
who have completed the Bible study “Forgiven and Set Free.” “There are numerous psychological
and medical terms describing a woman’s grief following an abortion. From Post Abortion Syndrome to
PTSD, the fact is that an abortion is not just a medical procedure, as many would want us to believe.
No, this choice affects a woman’s soul at the deepest levels.  A woman is designed to protect her
womb and when violence has occurred against her child, it strikes her at the very core of her being.
As a result, many women are left to deal with the resulting violation in silence. Some are silent out of
shame and others from pressure by pro-choice groups who wants us to pretend there are no
consequences to this perceived “right.”” Marian Jordan Ellis Women need a safe place to grieve an
abortion loss. A Place for Women in Waipio is that place for them. It is a safe and a confidential place
where women can process the different stages of grief and deal with their feelings of guilt, anger,
unforgiveness and depression. We are there for the baby who is voiceless and for the woman who
will find herself silent because she chose abortion. This Bill would be asking me to stare a mother in
the eye and send her to the very same place where I had my baby murdered! I just can not do that.
SB 501 has no regard for my First Amendment rights and is forcing me to violate my religious
convictions. For these reasons, I strongly oppose SB 501.

Please note that testimony submitted less than 24 hours prior to the hearing, improperly identified, or
directed to the incorrect office, may not be posted online or distributed to the committee prior to the
convening of the public hearing.
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March 14, 2017 
 
House Committee on Health 
Hawaii State Capitol 
415 South Beretania Street, Room 329 
Honolulu, HI 96813 
 
Hearing: Thursday, March 16, 2017 Ð 10:30 a.m. 
 
RE: STRONG OPPOSITION for Senate Bill 501SD1 Ð Requires all limited service pregnancy centers to 
disclose the availability of and enrollment information for reproductive health services.  Establishes 
privacy and disclosure requirements for individual records and information.  Authorizes civil penalties 
and civil actions for enforcement and remedy. (SD1) 
 
Aloha Chair Belatti, Vice Chair Kobayashi and fellow committee members, 
 
Republicans of Ewa Beach District 41 strongly support our pregnancy resource centers for their unique, 
positive contribution to the individual lives of women, men, and babiesÑ both born and unborn; and 
decries the actions of any national, state, or local groups, from attempting to prevent                    
pregnancy resource centers from effectively serving women and men facing unplanned pregnancies. 
 
It is truly unconscionable that our non-profit pregnancy help organizations would be compelled to 
advocate a pro-abortion message.  This as an unconstitutional trampling over the freedom of speech and 
conscience guaranteed to all Americans.  The idea that the abortion industry can regulate the free speech 
of those opposed to it, and use the law to do so, is troubling. 
 
Our pregnancy centers fundamentally exist to provide tangible help and real pro-life alternatives to 
abortion to pregnant women in need.  But abortion profiteers like Planned Parenthood and NARAL are 
still not content, they are now pushing new discriminatory regulations like SB501 SD1.  Discrimination is 
the correct word for this bill, which would compel those who have deeply-held moral and religious views 
to offer abortion as a choice. 
 
I encourage you to vote NO.  
 
 
Mahalo, 
Brett Kulbis 
District Chairman 
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Additionally, this makes unskilled workers more expensive for businesses to hire, so hiring skilled and 
highly paid union members becomes a more attractive choice.  This effectively increases union members' 
earned income but reduces low-income workers' job prospects and income earning capability. 
 
I encourage you to vote NO.  Instead you should be focusing on lowering the cost of living here in Hawaii 
by cutting taxes, reducing regulations and truly allowing small businesses to flourish. 
 
Mahalo, 
Brett Kulbis 
District Chairman 

�P�/�K�B�4���0�0�K�Z�B�?�?�:�0���?�?
�Y�$

�4�0���D�P�³�$�X�R�P�W�Y�M�µ�+�-�4�&�1�$�4



 

 
 

Opposition to SB 501 SD1 
 
March 13, 2017 
 
Aloha members of the House,  
 
As a concerned citizen of Hawaii, a pastor of Emmanuel Lutheran Church, and board member of the 
Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui, which falls directly under consideration by SB 501, I state our 
strong opposition to this bill, and ask all of you to vote against this measure so that our state is not 
saddled with an unconstitutional law and attempts to enforce bad legislation.   
 
First of all I would like to give testimony to the positive good that Pregnancy Centers, such as Malama 
Pregnancy Center (MPC), provide our community. Secondly, to state our objections to this legislation.  
 

�x MPC is a reputable, religious non-profit; privately funded; it receives no government funds. 
�x MPC serves the recognized need of women and girls who may be facing an unplanned 

pregnancy and feel unprepared and alone.  
�x MPC was established specifically to help women and girls to choose life for their children, and 

provide the encouragement and practical material support to do so.  
�x Services are strictly confidential, free of charge, and non-judgmental.  
�x It is our standard of integrity not to coerce, bully, or mislead any clientele.  
�x Both our website and forms clearly disclose that MPC does not perform or refer for abortion.  
�x We do provide medically accurate information regarding all choices that our clients have 

regarding their pregnancy decisions.    
�x MPC provides care and compassion to all women including those who are post-abortive. 
�x MPC provides prenatal, parenting, and life skills classes to walk alongside mothers and families.  
�x All clients served by MPC receive services voluntarily, and with transparency about the nature of 

our services.  Limitation of services is clearly communicated when each client requests services. 
�x MPC provides material assistance to families and referrals to medical doctors, licensed 

professionals, and helpful community agencies.  In addition, MPC provides referrals for clients 
to obtain health insurance. 

 
Our objections to SB 501 are summarized as follows: 
 

�x The mandated notice in SB 501 constitutes a referral to how one may obtain abortion services, 
which violates our right to define and pursue a life-affirming mission. 

�x The Senate modified the required notice to state that a center does not refer for abortions, and yet 
follows with information about how to obtain state funded abortion services. This is inherently 
contradictory.  
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�x MPC is not an agency of the state or funded by it, such that MPC could be required to promote a 
government agenda. 

�x Provisions for lawsuits against pregnancy centers punish them for being pro-life, or not 
advertising or advocating for abortion services.  

�x The government must not restrict freedom of speech or freedom of religion.  
�x Information on abortion is far more widely accessible than awareness of pregnancy centers. The 

government does not need to enlist pregnancy centers for advertising. 
�x The same level of scrutiny and enforcement of alternative care options is not being applied to 

Planned Parenthood (PP) and other abortion providers in the state, which makes it disingenuous 
to say this is simply �D�E�R�X�W���Z�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���K�H�D�O�W�K�����L�W�¶�V���Q�D�U�U�R�Z�O�\���W�D�U�J�H�W�H�G���O�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�R�Q.  

�x PP profits from abortion services, and has a financial interest in both providing abortions and 
�K�D�U�P�L�Q�J���W�K�H���U�H�S�X�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H�L�U���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���D�W�W�D�F�N�V���S�U�H�J�Q�D�Q�F�\���F�H�Q�W�H�U�V���D�V���³�I�D�N�H��
�F�O�L�Q�L�F�V�´���W�K�D�W���G�R�Q�¶�W���J�L�Y�H���Z�R�P�H�Q���D�O�O���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�W�L�R�Q�V����This bill seems to track with their messaging.  

�x Pregnancy centers make no profit from any decision made by our clientele.  
�x How can the government compel a private non-profit or even a business, for that matter, to 

advertise services that are contrary to their beliefs? Such compulsion takes away the freedom of 
a faith based non-profit organization to operate according to its principles.  

�x The government has the responsibility to protect the rights of all citizens including those that 
adhere to a religious life-affirming conviction.  Life-affirming pregnancy centers should not be 
punished for their beliefs. 

�x This legislation targets 5(!) centers in Hawaii, and similar legislation has been struck down in 
other states, or is currently tied up in costly legal battles. This will undoubtedly be a costly 
measure for the state to adopt, and to accomplish very little, beyond interfering with a small 
number of religious non-profits.  

 
For all of these reasons, I urge our Representative to uphold your ethical obligation to discard laws that 
do not apply equally and fairly to all, and that infringe on freedoms and principles guaranteed by the 
United States Constitution. Mahalo for listening. Vote NO on SB 501.  
 
Pastor Joshua Schneider 
Emmanuel Lutheran Church of Maui 
Vice-Chair of the Board of Malama Pregnancy Center of Maui 
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    March 13, 2017  

Regarding: S.B. 501 SD1  Relating to Health  
 

            Thursday, March 16, 2017  
 

        10:30 AM --  State Capitol Conference Room 329  
 

Submitted in STRONG  OPPOSITION  by: Janet Grace, Coordinator, HLA  
 

         COMMITTEE ON HEALTH  

Chairs Della Au Belatti, Bertrand Kobayashi & Members of the Committee:  
 

  From: Janet Grace, Coordinator, Hawaii Life Alliance  
 

 Hawaii Life Alliance is comprised of organizations  statewide in Hawaii who believe 

 in the sanctity of life, that life begins at conception and ends through natural 

 death. We believe fundamentally that all abortion kills an unborn child.  

 Hawaii Life Alliance thanks you for the opportunity to STRONGLY O PPOSE S.B. 

 501 SD1.  

 This measure is problematic as it will force faith -based pregnancy resource 

 centers to violate their First Amendment Right of Free Speech through compelled 

 speech, or in others words, telling their clients something they do not want  to 

 say.  

 We all know government is not allowed to compel faith based groups to give a 

 message that violates its fundamental principles.  

 The law violates First Amendment guarantees of freedom of religion. The 

 pregnancy resource centers are faith based ministries that are pro life and 
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 oppose abortion. Such opposition to abortion means that a matter of religious 

 principle they do not perform or refer for abortion. If this law is enacted, would 

 mandate that such faith based ministries violate their reli gious convictions and 

 become abortion referral agencies.  

 The bill is similar to a law passed in 2015 by the California legislature, which is 

 expected to be reviewed by the United States Supreme Court, possibly this year. 

 It is expected that the high co urt will accept the appeal and, if so, argument on 

 the merits of the law will be made this fall, probably in October. Prudence would 

 dictate that Hawaii not move ahead on this legislation until the current litigation 

 is completed and the court has deter mined the constitutionality of the law.  

 For the reasons stated,  I strongly oppose S.B. 501 SD1 and ask that you do   

 not vote it out of committee.  

 Mahalo.  

Aloha Life Advocates , Aloha Pregnancy Care & Counseling Centers, A Place for Women in Waipio, Catholic Dioceses of Honolulu, Christian Coalition of  Hawaii, Christian 
Legal Society of Hawaii, Hawaii Catholic Conference, Hawaii Family Advocates, Hawaii Family Forum, Malama Pregnancy Center, Ohana Policy Group, PEACE Hawaii, 

Respect Life Hawaii, The Pearson Foundation of Hawaii, Inc., Whole Life Hawaii  
 



THEPEARSON FOUNDATION OF HAWAII, INC.
PREGNANCY PROBLEM CENTERS

1414 Dillingham Blvd. #207, Honolulu, HI 96817
Tel:  808-942-0328

www.pregnancyproblemcenter.org
info@pregnancyproblemcenter.org

DATE:        Thursday, March 16, 2017

TIME/PLACE:        10:30 a.m., Conference Room 329

TO:          House Committee on Health

FROM:         Ruth Prinzivalli, President

RE:         OPPOSITION TO SB 501 SD1 – Relating to Health

Aloha and thank you for the opportunity to testify.  My name is Ruth Prinzivalli and I am a
46 years resident of Kaneohe, and the president of The Pearson Foundation of Hi, Inc.  We
oppose this bill because we feel that it is both misleading and unconstitutional.

The Pregnancy Centers started in 1970 and have been serving the women and men of
Hawaii ever since.  The Centers exist to aid women and men who are concerned about the
possibility of an unplanned pregnancy.  We provide free pregnancy testing, information
and support within a compassionate, confidential and non-judgmental setting and address
further individual needs through other counseling and referral services.

We have served the people of Hawaii for over 40 years.   We provided housing for pregnant
women and girls by establishing the Mary Jane Home, now continuing under the control of
Catholic Charities Hawaii.  We have offered free pregnancy tests and non-judgmental
counseling and in some instances provided educational information to many state funded
services like WIC, Waikiki Health and Path Centers, Kalihi Palama Health, athough we have
never recommended abortion or contraceptive services because that is contrary to our
religious tenets and personal beliefs.

In addition to that, we also provide educational programs for interested groups.  Our
educational programs do not stop there because we also provide information on open,
closed and partially-open adoption options.   Our services extend to provide new baby
clothing, diapers, baby toys and such things as strollers or car seats to our clients who are
struggling financially.

To be clear, we have never hid the fact that we do not perform abortions, (here is a copy of
our disclosure form we give to every client we see) nor will we refer a client to an abortion
provider for the purposes of obtaining an abortion.   We won’t do that because we strongly
believe that abortion is very detrimental to women, and its affects will be with them their



whole lives.  In our service to the community, we have seen many women destroyed
emotionally due to their abortions and we cannot in good conscience encourage that
procedure.

Our governance keeps us from ever advertising something we believe will harm our clients
and/or their loved ones.   The ultimate decision they make will carry over into their
families and communities.  In our work we help them see that their baby is a human being,
not a commodity.

Financially we are supported by churches and individuals that believe in life from
conception until natural death.  We do not take any government funds and we humbly ask
that this legislature allow us to continue to offer our services as our hearts and consciences
dictate.

We prevent no one from getting an abortion if they decide to do so but we will not be the
instrument that makes that happen.  They know where to go.  Planned Parenthood receives
enough money to advertise their services on a large scale while we rely on the generosity of
churches, private organizations, and private individuals and the like to financially enable us
to promote our services.

If this is truly about choice and/or health, then let that freedom exist for women and men
who choose to avail themselves of our services.  For the sake of all the citizens of Hawaii, I
ask that you oppose this bill.

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify.
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